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The  President’s  ‘One-Man  Rule’ 


John  D.  Ehrlichman,  one  of  the  President's  top 
assistants,  was  on  the  CBS  morning  news  Tuesday, 
defending  the  President's  decision  to  make  cuts  in 
programs  approved  by  Congress,  and  his  right  to 
keep  his  budget  director  from  testifying  before 
Congress,  when  Ehrlichman  was  drawn  into  a  le- 
mark  that  starkly  illuminates  one  of  the  great 
questions  of  the  Nixon  Presidency.  "But  you're 
getting  into  the  area  of  one-man  rule, "  a  reporter 
observed.  "Sure,"  replied  Ehrlichman,  "well,  that's 
what  the  President  of  the  United  States  is."  "One- 
man  rule?"  "Yes,  sir,  and  he  is  the  only  elected 
officer  elected  by  all  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  vmlike  the  senators  and  the  congressmen." 

Ehrlichman  would  on  reflection  no  doubt  express 
a  more  considered  opinion  of  the  constitutional 
structure  of  the  American  government,  but  his 
ready  off-hand  remark  put  neatly  an  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  Presidency  that  seems  to  be  afoot  in  the 
White  House.  We  say  "seems,"  because  President 
Ni.\on  has  not  been  much  in  evidence  lately,  and, 
when  he  has  been,  his  statements  on  the  subject 
have  not  been  wholly  clear.  We  are  left  to  judge,  as 
former  Atty.  Gen.  John  N.  Mitchell  once  advised  us 
to  do,  by  what  the  Administration  does,  not  what  it 
says. 

This,  for  the  past  few  months,  is  what  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  and  the  President  have  been  doing. 
Mr.  Nixon  broke  off  the  peace  talks,  for  which 
Henry  A.  Kissinger  offered  a  partial  explanation, 
and  he  undei’took  the  "carpet  bombing"  of  North 
Vietnam,  without  any  explanation  by  anybody.  He 
has,  more  bluntly  tlian  ariy  administration  ever 
has,  refused  to  spend  great  amounts  of  money  that 
Congress  has  \oted  to  spend.  He  has  declined  to 
send  the  men  in  his  Administration  who  wield  the 
real  executive  power  to  Congress  for  questioning 
and  testimony.  He  has  even  dispensed  with  the  tra¬ 
ditional  State  of  the  Union  message  to  Congress; 
this  is  a  nicety,  but  an  indicative  nicety.  He  has 


withdrawn,  more  than  any  modern  President,  from 
contact  with  the  press  and  the  public. 

If  the  President  were  to  talk  to  us  about  all  this, 
he  would  perhaps  make  several  points  in  his  de¬ 
fense.  He  could  say,  as  has  been  hinted,  that  the 
bombing  hastened  the  peace  agreement,  and  that  it 
was  a  good  agreement.  Of  Congress,  he  could  say 
what  is  perfectly  true;  that  Congress  is  the  princi¬ 
pal  cause  of  its  own  impotence,  and  that  if  Con¬ 
gress  will  not  hold  down  spending,  he  must.  He 
could  point  to  Presidents  from  George  Washington 
on  who  claimed  executive  privilege  to  defend  their 
personal  advisers  from  the  prying  eyes  of  the 
House  and  Senate.  He  could,  as  he  has  by  implica¬ 
tion,  claim  that  his  great  victory  over  Sen.  George 
S.  McGovern  was  an  open  mandate  from  the  people 
to  him  for  the  next  four  years. 

But  to  argue  about  the  exact  amount  of  truth  in 
each  of  these  potential  claims  is  to  miss  the  point. 
Despite  the  great  gi’owth  of  presidential  power  in 
the  last  couple  of  generations,  the  American 
go\ernment  is  not  one-man  rule  or  anything  like  if. 
The  same  people  who  elected  a  President  in 
November  elected  a  House  and  a  third  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  of  a  different  party.  You  have  to  presume  that 
the  people  were  as  serious  in  voting  for  a  Congress 
as  they  were  in  voting  for  a  President.  The  Pres¬ 
ident  may  be  as  successful  in  this  struggle  with 
Congress  as  he  was  in  concluding  an  agreement  at 
Paris,  but  success  in  a  particular  action  does  not 
justify  a  policy  that  excludes  Congress  from  con¬ 
sultation  and  the  public  from  communication. 
Whether  you  think  his  acts  right  or  wTong,  fool¬ 
ish  or  wise,  is  not  the  point.  The  point  is  that  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  and  to  the  people  he  is 
continuou.sly  accountable. 

The  President  has  often  and  aptly  spoken  of  the 
need  for  the  American  people  to  restore  confidence 
in  themselves  and  in  their  government.  We  would 
again  suggest  that,  to  this  end,  a  new  confidence  in 
the  democrat'  nature  of  the  Presidency  is  essen¬ 
tial.  T 


-r 


Letters  to  The  Times 


Freedom  of  the  Press: 
Even  Wlieii  Painful 

The  excerpts  (Editorial  Page.  Jan. 
19)  from  the  speech  of  White  House 
aide.  Clay  T.  Whitehead,  and  the 
accompanying  article  by  broadcast¬ 
ing  executive,  Ancil  Payne,  both 
dealing  with  propo.sed  effort  by  our 
government  to  cause  broadcasters  to 
achieve  "balance,"  presents  an  inter¬ 
esting  and  some  sort  of  benign  cen¬ 
sorship,  and  Payne  argues  as  if  the 
abuses  in  question  simply  do  not  ex¬ 
ist.  A  plague  on  both  their  houses! 

Many  thoughtful  Americans,  who 
continue  to  support  freedom  of  the 
press  to  the  nth  degree  (and  thus 
fir  ’  d  ■  allies  of 

•-  cistgrant 


groups  should  attempt  to  pressure 
our  national  government  to  take  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  international  scene  that 
supports  the  selfish  interests  of 
those  groups. 

Theoretically,  when  one  becomes 
an  American  citizen,  his  interests 
and  allegiance  are  to  our  govern¬ 
ment,  although,  unfortunately,  this 
does  not  seem  to  be  so  as  a  practical 
matter. 

I  suggest  that  each  nation  has  its 
own  dissatisfied  minority  group.s, 
and  that  this  results  from  a  myriad 
of  reasons  in  each  separate  nation.  It 
strikes  me  that  the  citizens  of  each 
nation  should  settle  their  grievances 
privately  with  their  own  govern¬ 
ments  since  they  are  citizens  there 
and  have  a  right  to  express  them¬ 
selves  in  their  own  nation.  If  they 
^  '  th"  sort  of  redress 

'*'"'*'*  *hat. 


on  trial  (at  great  expense)  and  sends 
criminals  back  to  kill,  rape,  rob,  etc. 
Apparently,  the  critics  have  not  yet 
been  confronted  at  gunpoint  by  a 
man  who'd  sooner  murder,  just  to 
see  the  blood  spurt  out,  as  go  to  a 
movie  to  see  it. 

ROBERTA  L.  STEI.N 
Los  Angele.s 

Corona  Verdict 

The  conviction  of  Juan  Corona  on 
25  counts  of  first-degree  murder 
serves  as  a  terrifying  indictment  of 
capital  punishment. 

Ignoring  whether  the  defendant 
was  in  fact  guilty,  reports  indicate 
that  the  jury  was  so  ambivalent  that 
"the  lead  changed  hands"  at  least 
four  times,  and  the  scores  weren't 
even  close.  The  guilty  verdicts  were 
,  reduced  to  a  high-stakes  crap  game, 
’^he  doubts  in  jurors'  minds  may 
've  amounted  to  "reasonable* 
’  ipstMr'r«.  but  their  un- 
obviou.s 
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Continued  from  First  Page 

June  1,  they  began  search¬ 
ing  the  records  of  the  Ju¬ 
bilee  Motor  Inn  and  found 
the  February  registration 
forms  of  Dinsio,  his  wife, 
and  Mulligan. 

The  agents  also  found  a 
record  of  phone  calls  Mul¬ 
ligan  made  from  the  mo¬ 
tel.  Included  in  that  record 
was  a  toll  call  to  the  Tus- 
lin  home  of  Earl  Dawson. 

Shortly  after  10  a.m.  on 
June  2,  FBI  special  agents 
Frank  Galley  and  James 
Conway  knocked  on  the 
front  door  of  Dawson's 
home.  Nobody  answered. 

Found  in  Bar 

The  two  agents,  who  had 
been  the  first  federal  in¬ 
vestigators  at  the  scene  of 
the  Laguna  Niguel  burgla¬ 
ry,  checked  with  neigh¬ 
bors  and  then  with  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Tustin  police 
department,  who  suggest¬ 
ed  Dawson  might  be  found 
in  a  local  bar.  Shortly  be¬ 
fore  11  a.m.,  the  agents 
found  their  man  drinking 
beer  and  shooting  pool 
with  a  friend. 

After  a  few  minutes  of 
question  ing,  Dawson 
agreed  to  return  home 
with  the  agents.  For  the 
next  few  hours,  they 
quizzed  him  about  his 
friendship  with  Mulligan. 
The  questioning  was 
pointed,  Dawson  said  la¬ 
ter,  and  it  indicated  to  him 
that  the  agents  suspected 
Initially  that  he  was  in¬ 
volved  in  the  crime. 

Dawson  worked  hard  to 
dispel  that  notion,  and  in 
the  process  gave  the 
agents  some  conflicting 
and  misleading  informa¬ 
tion.  But  he  did  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  Mulligan  had 
come  to  see  him  several 
times,  and  had  left  the 
Oldsmobile  in  his  garage. 

Phone  Call 

The  questioning  droned 
on  into  the  afternoon,  with 
Dawson  growing  more  and 
more  anxious  and  more 
eager  to  prove  his  own  in¬ 
nocence.  His  anxiety  prob¬ 
ably  increased  greatly 
about  midafternoon,  when 
the  telephone  rang.  It  was 
Mulligan  calling  from  Chi¬ 
cago.  Dawson  later  testi¬ 
fied  that  Mulligan  said  he 
would  be  in  Tustin  in  a 
few  hours  to  get  rid  of  the 
car. 

Mulligan,  who  may  have 
learned  of  the  questioning 
of  the  Barber  family, 
sounded  nervous,  Dawson 
testified.  He  said  he 
thought  he  was  being  fol¬ 
lowed,  but  that  he  would 
try  to  ditch  the  tail  and 
would  meet  Dawson  tb-* 
evening  at  • 


Mulligan's  call  touched 
off  a  flurry  of  activity.  Gal¬ 
ley  and  Conway  notified 
their  superior,  special 
agent  James  Cagnassola, 
who  set  the  wheels  in  mo¬ 
tion  to  obtain  a  search 
warrant  for  the  car. 

In  additon,  the  agents 
set  about  turning  the  Wal¬ 
nut  Room  into  a  trap  for 
Mulligan,  using  Dawson  as 
bait. 

Shortly  before  8  p.m.,  a 
federal  magistrate  in  Los 
Angeles  signed  the  search 
warrant,  and  a  team  of 
agents  opened  the  trunk  of 
the  Oldsmobile  in  Daw¬ 
son's  garage.  Court  rec¬ 
ords  indicate  they  found 
what  they  had  been  look¬ 
ing  for — the  tools,  a  shot¬ 
gun,  a  ski  mask,  two-way 
radios,  and  even  two  small 
packages  of  red  pepper, 
apparently  a  countermea¬ 
sure  against  guard  dogs. 
They  say  they  also  found 
three  gold  coins  from  the 
safe  deposit  box  of  a  South 
Laguna  man. 

Shortly  after  the  tools 
were  discovered,  Dawson 
and  more  than  a  dozen 
agents  and  sheriff's  detec¬ 
tives  went  to  the  Walnut 
Room.  For  an  hour,  Daw¬ 
son  testified,  he  and  one  of 
the  agents  sat  at  the  bar 
and  drank  beer.  Then  the 
agent  filtered  into  the 
background  and  Dawson 
sat  alone,  drinking  and 
waiting. 

It  was  almost  11  p.m. 
when  Mulligan  arrived. 
With  him  was  a  cab  driver 
who  testified  that  he  had 
earned  a  healthy  fare — 
from  Los  Angeles  Airport 
to  Hollywood  to  Tustin 
with  several  side  trips  or¬ 
dered  by  Mulligan  to  ditch 
people  he  thought  were 
following  him. 

The  three  men  sat  at  the 
bar  for  20  minutes.  Mulli¬ 
gan  keeping  an  eye  on  the 
door  to  make  sure  he  was 
not  followed  and  ap¬ 
parently  oblivious  to  the 
three  or  four  agents  al¬ 
ready  in  the  bar. 

Then  Mulligan  dis¬ 
missed  the  cab  driver,  and 
he  and  Earl  sat  down  to 
talk. 

Lake  Nearby 

During  their  conversa¬ 
tion,  Dawson  later  testi¬ 
fied,  Mulligan  said  he  had 
to  get  rid  of  the  car.  He 
asked  whether  there  was  a 
lake  nearby  where  he 
could  dump  the  tools. 
Dawson  pretended  he  did 
not  understand.  Finally  h-’ 
asked  the  ' 

"Ch” 

som' 


that  kind  of  money?"  Daw¬ 
son  asked. 

"You  don't  get  as  much 
as  you  might  think — be¬ 
tween  13  and  18%  of  the 
value,"  Mulligan  said. 

Dawson  asked  how 
many  people  had  been  in¬ 
volved,  and  Mulligan  re¬ 
plied,  "Six  plus  two,"  a  re¬ 
mark  that  still  puzzles  and 
i  n  t  r  igues  investigators, 
since  only  five  men  have 
been  indicted. 

The  conversation  lasted 
more  than  90  minutes  and 
when  it  was  over,  Dawson 
had  served  his  purpose  ad¬ 
mirably.  In  fact,  his  cha¬ 
rade  was  so  convincing 
that  the  unsuspecting 
Mulligan  agreed  to  spend 
the  night  at  his  home.  The 
two  old  friends  walked  out 
the  front  door  of  the  Wal¬ 
nut  Room  and  into  the 
arms  of  the  law. 

"Mulligan  was  one  of  the 
coolest  men  I  have  ever 
seen  in  that  situation,"  re¬ 
called  a  sheriff's  sergeant. 
"Usually  a  guy  will  try  to 
give  you  some  smart 
comeback,  but  he  didn't 
say  a  word." 

The  unarmed  Mulligan 
was  whisked  off,  not  to  Or¬ 
ange  County  jail  but  to 
Los  Angeles,  where  the 
FBI  hoped  to  book  him 
into  relative  obscurity  to 
avoid  tipping  the  rest  of 
the  gang.  But  that  plan 
failed  when  a  newspaper 
reporter  who  apparently 
had  been  monitoring  po¬ 
lice  radio  bands  caught 
the  scent  of  a  story  and 
pried  a  few  details  out  of  a 
sheriff's  dispatcher. 

Story  Breaks 

The  following  day,  pa¬ 
pers  carried  the  story 
throughout  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  area  and  across  the 
nation.  That  may  have 
been  the  day  that  Ronald 
Barber,  Dinsio’s  nephew 
and  a  suspected  member 
of  the  burglary  gang,  dis¬ 
appeared  from  his  South 
Gate  apartment. 

The  FBI  had  Mulligan, 
but  for  the  next  10  days  it 
had  little  else.  In  that 
time,  the  other  suspects 
were  free  but  they  chose 
not  to  follow  Barber's 
lead.  A  m  i  1  D I  n  s  i  o  re¬ 
mained  close  to  his  home 
In  the  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
suburb  of  Boardman,  and 
Philip  Christopher  stayed 
in  Cleveland.  They  must 
have  known  they  were  un¬ 
der  suspicion,  one  source 
said  ‘  ypy  still 


Charles  Mulligan 
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and  then  the  townhouse 
Barber  had  rented  early  in 
March.  On  dishes  in  the 
townhouse,  they  found  the 
fingerprints,  later  used  as 
evidence,  of  Dinsio,  Mulli¬ 
gan,  Christopher  and  the 
two  Barber  brothers. 

Another  Arrest 

At  that  point,  the  agents 
felt  they  had  enough 
evidence  to  move  against 
Christopher.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  June  21,  they 
entered  his  house  in 
Cleveland  and  arrested 
Christopher  as  he  stepped 
out  of  his  bedroom  wear¬ 
ing  only  pajama  bottoms. 

In  the  bedroom  closet, 
FBI  agent  John  Roberson 
found  a  paper  bag  stuffed 
with  $32,420.  Much  of  it 
was  still  in  bank  wrap¬ 
pers,  Roberson  testified. 
Two  loose  $5  bills  in  the 
bag  were  later  traced  to 
the  South  Laguna  woman 
who  noted  serial  numbers 
of  memento  currency.  Oth¬ 
er  bills  were  traced  to  the 
Lordstown  bank,  the 
prosecution  says. 

Five  days  later,  an  even 
larger  cache  of  cash  was 
found.  A  youngster  play¬ 
ing  in  a  vacant  field  just 
opposite  A  m  i  1  Dinsio's 
$80,000  home  unearthed  a 
plastic  water  container 
packed  with  $98,000,  some 
of  it  traceable  to  Lords¬ 
town,  according  to  court 
records. 

Indictments  Issued 

On  the  same  day,  a  Los 
Angeles  federal  grand 
jury  issued  indictments 
charging  Amil  Dinsio, 
Charles  Mulligan,  Philip 
Christopher  and  Harry 
and  Ronald  Barber  with 
the  Laguna  Niguel  burgla¬ 
ry.  Early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  June  27,  FBI  agents 
stake'  "•'T 


they  took  with  them, 
among  other  things,  a 
gold-plated  silver  dollar 
found  in  Amil's  bedroom, 
and  a  $20  bill  found  in  the 
purse  of  his  mother-in- 
law,  Mrs.  Mary  Mulligan. 
Both  the  bill  and  the  coin 
were  traced  to  Laguna 
Niguel,  the  prosecution  la¬ 
ter  said. 

Auto  at  Airport 

Stakeouts  for  Ronald 
and  Harry  Barber  were 
less  successful.  Ronald  ap¬ 
parently  fled  weeks  ear¬ 
lier,  and  agents  found 
Harry's  gold-colored  Ca¬ 
dillac  in  a  parking  lot  at 
Cleveland's  Hopkins  Air¬ 
port. 

That  was  the  last  trace 
of  either  of  the  Barber 
brothers  until  FBI  agents 
in  Rochester,  N.Y.,  arrest¬ 
ed  Ronald  Barber  in  an 
apartment  on  the  morning 
of  Jan.  15  of  this  year. 
His  elusive  older  brother, 
with  whom  he  had  been 
living,  managed  to  escape 
again. 

Next:  The  final  charade. 

Innocent 
Plea  Filed 
for  Leary 

A  plea  of  innocent  was 
entered  by  a  Superior 
Court  judge  in  Santa  Ana 
Tuesday  on  behalf  of  Dr. 
Timothy  Leary  over  the 
strong  objections  of 
Leary's  attorney. 

Leary,  who  was  seized  in 
Afghanistan  earlier  this 
month,  is  accused  of  mas¬ 
terminding  a  worldwide 
drug  smuggling  ring 
based  in  Orange  County. 

Superior  Judge  James  K. 
Turner  entered  the  plea 
after  L  e  a  r  y' s  attorney, 
George  Chula,  requested 
that  Tuesday's  arraign¬ 
ment  be  continued.  Chula 
called  the  move  "illegal," 
contending  that  the  judge 
had  no  such  authority. 


Fraud  Suspect 
Pleads  Guilty 

Sylmar  promoter  Har¬ 
vey  Elwood  Howard,  who 
assertedly  bilked  San  Fer¬ 
nando  Valley  residents  out 
of  thousands  of  dollars 
selling  phony  cancer 
"cures,"  pleaded  guilty 
Tuesday  in  Van  Nuj"S  Su¬ 
perior  Court  to  one  count 
of  practicing  medicine 
without  a  license. 

Howard,  58,  was  ordered 
to  appear  March  20  for 
sentencing  by  Judge  D. 
Sterry  Fagan.  Dep.  Dist. 
Atty.  Roy  Carstairs  said 
nine  similar  counts  will  be 
"disposed  of"  at  that  time. 
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ADViaiTISEMENT 


What  makes  awoman 

respond 

sexually. 

Here  are  the  highlights  from  a  monumental  new  study,’"Tho  Fatmio 
Orgasm”.  They  put  to  rest  all  the  myths  about  sexual  techniquesb 
the  need  for  ‘'femininity”,  nervous  tension  — and  reveal  the  key 
factors  that  make  a  woman  orgasmic.  Here  are  Important  and  sue* 
prising  Insights  into  a  woman's  sexual  life.  One  of  30  articles  and 
features  in  the  FEBRUARY 

READER’S  DIGEST 

ON  SALE  NOW. 


plant 

ajorzLd 

5759  SANTA  MONICA  BLVD. 

CORNER  Of  VSM  NESS— 3  BLKS.  WEST  OF  WESTERN 

PHONE  467-5188 


Los  Angeles’  only  Discount  Department  Store  of  Exotic  Tropical  plants  in  a  greenhouse  atmospherel 


ORIN  KENNEDY 

Noted  plant  authority  and 
general  manager  of  Plant 
World  can  be  seen  as  Art  Link- 
letter's  special  guest  tomor¬ 
row  morning  February  L  on 
"It's  Your  World",  KTLA, 
Channel  5  at  8:30  A-M, 

Come  Info  Plant  World 
and  meet  Mr.  Kennedy 

■"Plant  World  ...  Good  vibes, 
cheerful  faces,  fresh  fragrant 
air  ...  A  Department  Store  of 
probably  the  largest  selec¬ 
tion  of  reasonably  priced 
plants  nationwide  .  . 

ROSE  DOSTI 

Lo5  Angelas  Tim«s 


STORE  HOURS;  OPEN  EVERY  DAY  10  am  to  6  pm, THURS. NIGHTS TIL9pm 


